Why is it  important to get a grade C or better

If you can achieve a grade C or better in GCSE mathematics there are many more options open to you at the end of year 11 in terms of 6th form courses, college courses and employment.  These are some ideas to help.  

How can I help myself achieve grade C or better

There are 9 key areas which, if you can master them thoroughly, should put you well on track for a grade C.

Each key area has got a set of traffic lights; decide how good you are at each section and colour the lights:-

Green = I’m really good at this and could explain it to someone else.

Orange = I’m a bit shaky, but with a bit of encouragement I can do it.

Red = I really struggle with this and need to do some work on it.

To help you decide there are a few GCSE questions and answers for most sections.  If your target is B, A or A* check that you have mastered all the grade C areas first.

What to do next.

Having decided what you are really good at and where you need to do some work, the important thing is to work SMART.

1st – Choose the key areas that you marked amber; these are the things that with a little work you should be able to turn ‘Green’

There are lots of sources of help:-

1. Refer to your text book – it has an index at the back.

2. Use SAM learning – the centre number is PO30CH and your user name & password are your date of birth and first and last initial in the form ddmmyyfl eg. if you are John Smith born on 9th April 1989, you log in as Centre: PO30CH

User: 090489JS

Password: 090489JS

3. Use a revision guide. The BBC Bytesize guides are good value for £2.50; they contain explanations and examples and there are links to web-sites and TV programmes that you can record to help; these can be ordered from school.

4. Go to some of the Mathematics revision classes that will be happening most weeks from the end of January.

5. Ask your teacher for some guidance.

Turning Red to Orange and then Green

By now you should have some successful strategies that work for you.  You will need to use these with each of your ‘Red’ areas; you choose the order to work on them.  One really useful strategy is to try to explain what you have to do to someone else.  Often when explaining to someone else your own understanding will improve; try it on a friend or someone you live with.

Past Papers

You will do some past papers with your teacher during some lessons and for homeworks.  You don’t have to start at the beginning; you could choose questions on your key areas first.
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